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Bishops of Halberstadt, Zeitz, Verden, Wurtzburg,
Passau and Eatisbon, the Dukes of Austria, Carinthia
and Brabant, Henry the Palgrave of the Ehine, Herman
of Thuringia, Otho Margrave of Brandenburg, and many
more of the great Teutonic nobles had joined, had ended
in disgraceful failure. The death of the Emperor
Henry gave them an excuse for stealing back igno-
miniously, single or in small bands, to Europe; they
were called to take their share in the settlement of the
weighty affairs of the Empire; the Archbishop of Mentz
lingered to the last, and at length, he too turned his
back on the Holy Land. The French, who had re-
mained after the departure of Philip Augustus, resented
the insufferable arrogance of the Germans; the Ger-
mans affected to despise the French. But their only
achievement, as Innocent himself tauntingly declared,
had been the taking of undefended Berytus; while the
Unbeliever boasted that he had stormed Joppa in the
face of their whole host, with infinite slaughter of the
Christians. All was dissension, jealousy, hostility. The
King of Antioch was at war with the Christian King of
Armenia. The two great Orders, the only powerful
defenders of the land, the Hospitallers and the Tem-
plars, were in implacable feud* The Christians of
Palestine were in morals, in character, in habits, the
most licentious, most treacherous, most ferocious of
mankind. Isabella, the heiress of the kingdom, had
transferred the short-lived sceptre to four successive
husbands. It rested now with Amalric, King of Cyprus.
Worst of all, terrible rumours were abroad of suspicious
compliances, secret correspondences, even secret aposta-
sies to Mohammedanism, and not only of single rene-
gades. If those rumours had not begun to spread
concerning the dark dealings of the Templars with